Newsletter 4 — November 2020
www.st-botolphs.kent.sch.uk
Inspired by Jesus, helping children to become the best they can be

TERM DATES 2020—2021
TERM 2

Dear Parents and Carers

4 NOVEMBER —
1.30pm 18 DECEMBER 2020

Firstly, I would like to say thank you to everyone for your continued
support through these difficult and unprecedented times.

TERM 3

Unfortunately, our Christmas ideas have had to change, but we are still
hoping to bring a St Botolph’s Christmas to our children.
We appreciate that there have been some teething problems with Google
Classroom but have also received lots of positive feedback. The
expectation from the Government is that children engage with all of the
daily tasks set by the teacher. I have been concerned by the messages
received by teachers that children cannot complete work because they
are going out to play in the park, visiting friends or going shopping. All
of our children need to stay at home if we are to help prevent the
spread of the virus. We now have 18 reported positive cases, as well as
cases reported in households. Please help us to protect our community.
The whole school has been deep cleaned and is ready for our children’s
return. We have begun to put some Christmas decorations around the
school and are looking forward to welcoming the Children back.
We are also looking forward to our new website going live very soon.
Please take the time to look at our holding page and watch our lovely
promotional videos.
Kind regards

4 JANUARY—11 FEBRUARY 2021
TERM 4
23 FEBRUARY—
1.30pm 1 APRIL 2021
TERM 5
19 APRIL—28 MAY 2021
TERM 6
8 JUNE—
1.30pm 16 JULY 2021
STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAYS
12 FEBRUARY 2021
22 FEBRUARY 2021 (TRUST DAY)
7 JUNE 2021
POLLING DAY (SCHOOL CLOSED)

Mrs A Chitty
Head Teacher

THURSDAY 6 MAY 2021

Current Closure Update

Christmas dinner will be on
Wednesday 9th, for those who have
booked. All children may wear
something Christmassy on this day
instead of their school
uniform.
We are asking for
donations for Hive
Hope. This can either
be a monetary donation or nonperishable goods (eg dried food, tins
or toiletries).
Hive Hope have helped over 70 local
families in the last week. As a school,
we donated some bagels and fresh
fruit/veg that was delivered to us
during the school closure.

Please see below the return dates to school, unless you have been
contacted by the school office:
Year 6
Years R and 4
Years 1, 2, 3 and 5

-

Tuesday 1st December
Friday 4th December
Monday 7th December

Please inform the School Office on 01474 365737 or at office@stbotolphs.kent.sch.uk if your contact details change.
All children should be self-isolating during the school closure. The children
have been in contact with a person who has tested positive for COVID-19.
All of our pupils need to self-isolate at home because they are at risk of
developing symptoms themselves within the school closure period and could
spread the virus to others before the symptoms begin.
If a member of your household has taken a COVID-19 test, all members of
the household must self-isolate until the results of the test have been
received. If the result is positive, please inform the school as soon as
possible, regardless of it being a child or an adult.

Quote for November: Every child is a different kind of flower,
and all together, make this world a beautiful garden
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Starting Primary School
Do you have a child born between
1 September 2016 and 31 August
2017? Applications open online
from 5th November 2020. You will
need to apply for their place at
primary school via:
Kent.gov.uk/primaryadmissions

If your child would like to send cards or
gifts to friends or members of staff,
these need to be brought into school
by Friday 11th December. This will give
us time to quarantine everything, so
that they can be given out during the
last week of term.

Lunch for Free School Meal
Children

Please contact the School Office if
you would like your child(ren) to
receive a packed lunch during the
school closure. Lunches will need to
be collected.
Lunches are only available to
children eligible for benefit-based
free school meals. If you are unsure
whether you are eligible, please
contact the school office.

If you require a paper application
form or information booklet call
03000 41 21 21.
You must submit one application
per child before 15th January 2021

Google Classroom
Thank you for being patient with our new interactive service on Google Classroom.
The Government guidelines have now changed regarding online learning and children should access a normal school
day as far as possible.
Google classroom offers a range of different features that can support the children to have lessons, similar to
their normal school day. The combination of Google Classroom and Seesaw means children and parents can contact
the teacher live if necessary.
If you have problems accessing online learning, please contact your child’s teacher via Seesaw or call the School
Office.
If you see the page below—this would mean that the
somebody else (ie parent) is logged into
google.

If you see the page below—this would mean that the
child has successfully logged into google classroom.

If your class teacher has organised
an interactive session, please click
on the meet link.
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Christmas Stocking Fillers—Message from Amy Payne

Hi all,
I'm aware that during the current situation, there will be parents who are
worried about Christmas. If you are worrying about how you can afford to keep
the magic going with no spare cash, please email me at
amychaili@hotmail.com and I will get you some stocking fillers to help out. Please don't feel
embarrassed, this will of course be confidential between us - we have all had times without spare cash. I
would also be happy to get some Christmas food.
It's been a hard year for everyone in different ways and we would be happy to help our children's
friends have a happy Christmas (and to help reduce the Christmas stress for their parents a little bit).
Please let me know by 28 November, so I have time to order and get things delivered to me and passed
on secretly to you.
Amy Payne (amychaili@hotmail.com)

PLEASE REMEMBER ..
If a member of your household has taken a COVID-19 test, all members of the household
must self-isolate until the results of the test have been received. If the result is positive,
please inform the school as soon as possible, regardless of it being a child or an adult.

Dear Parents/Carers
Following the Government’s announcement to provide Winter Grant money to deliver benefit-related Free School Meals
(FSM) over the Christmas holiday period, KCC will be providing eligible families with supermarket food vouchers. Families
will receive one £15 voucher per child, per week, for the two-week period from Monday 21st December 2020 to Sunday 3rd
January 2021.
The vouchers can be provided for use in either Asda or Tesco and should only be used to buy food and other essential
items. Asda vouchers can be used online or in store but Tesco vouchers can only be used in store. Vouchers can only be
provided for one store.
To enable the vouchers to be sent out electronically, the school has been asked to provide your contact details to a thirdparty provider. The vouchers can then be emailed to you between 30th November 2020 and 9th December 2020 and will
come from the following email address: free.school.meals.kent.county.council@notifications.service.gov.uk.
The information that needs to be provided is the parent’s:

first and last name
email address
phone number
supermarket choice
Please complete the online form below for each of your children eligible for free school meals, by Monday 30th November
2020, providing your preferred contact details and your supermarket choice. If your contact details are not correct, the
vouchers may not reach you in time for Christmas or an appropriate supermarket may be selected on your behalf.
Christmas Meal Voucher Form
For frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) and a privacy notice explaining how your data will be protected by KCC and their
third-party provider please see the following website: www.kent.gov.uk/foodvoucherprivacy
Please contact the School Office, 01474 365737, if you have any questions.
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