
 Religious Celebrations and Events within our community  2021- 2022  

Over the course of this year, we have worked across the school to build our knowledge and 

understanding about other major world religions and world views, their impact on society, culture, 

and the wider world, enabling pupils to express ideas and insights.  

Diwali: The festival of Lights  

Monday 24th October was full of colour from dressing up in colourful clothing and creating year group 

Rangoli patterns. Listening to the story of Rama and Sita helped the children to understand the 

triumph of good over evil and light over darkness. Also, as a school community, we learnt to sing a 

song in Hindi about Diwali and tasted traditional Indian sweets.  

 

 

 



 

 

Ramadan 

2nd April marked the end of Ramadan. Across our school community we learnt about the meaning 

and importance of Ramadan for Muslims. It is one of the five pillars of Islam and a time of year when 

Muslims spend time thinking about others and being grateful for what they have. They will fast during 

the day. Eid is celebrated to mark the end of Ramadan. Across our school we thought about good 

deeds we have all completed over the past 30 days thinking about our schools’ values of respect, 

responsibility, and resilience.  

 

 
 

 

 



Vaisakhi  

Vaisakhi is the celebration of spring harvest in northern India but also signifies when Sikhism was born as a 

collective Faith in 1699.  The Khalsa was formed by Guru Gobind Singh, which would defend the Sikh faith 

and care for the poor and helpless, whoever they were and whatever they believed. Baptised Sikhs wear 

turbans, and this helps to identify them from others so they can be recognised as people who are there to 

help. Gravesend has a beautiful Gurdwara which Year 3 visited this year and building further community 

awareness, we created Vaisakhi cards as classes to give to children who celebrated Vaisakhi on 13th April.  

 

 



 Tu Bishvat  

Tu Bishvat is the Jewish new year for trees. On Tu Bishvat, also known as Tu B'shevat is a time when Jews 

will eat fruits associated with the Holy Land, especially the ones mentioned in the Torah, such as 

pomegranates, dates, figs, grapes, olives, and etrog.  

Some Jews will try to eat a new fruit, which can be any seasonal fruit they have not tasted during the year. 

On Monday 17th January we tried new fruits and our Head boy and Head girl went to a garden centre to 

choose fruit trees to be planted on the school grounds. Children from each year group went outside 

towards forest school to plant a class fruit tree with Mr Stanton, which we are hopeful will bear fruit in the 

future.   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Harvest 

On Friday 1st October, we celebrated Harvest at St Botolph's Church. All of the children walked to church 

carrying their donations for the Hive Hope food bank. Once inside, we created a wonderful display of food 

and goodies to support people in our community. 

 

     
 

Ash Wednesday 

Ash Wednesday is celebrated seven weeks before Easter. It represents the first day of Lent and signifies 

the start of approximately 6 weeks of fasting and penance. On Wednesday 2nd March, we all attended 

church, where we learnt from Father Cyril, the meaning of Ash Wednesday and why it is celebrated by 

Christians. Ash Wednesday gets its name from the placing of ashes on the foreheads of Christians.  The 

ashes symbolise both death and repentance. 

    

 

 

 

 

 



Passion Play  

On Friday 1st April, Year 5 performed their rendition of the Passion Play to the rest of the school and 

parents at St Botolph's Church. The performance started with Jesus arriving in Jerusalem and finding out 

that Judas, one of his disciples, would betray him when they had their Passover meal. The performance 

also showed how Jesus died on the cross and was resurrected again. The children sang several songs 

alongside the performance, including 'Hosanna, Jesus!', ' Who will you choose?' and 'Roll back the stone'. 

There were also some fantastic soloist performers too. 

 

     

 

St Botolph’s Day  

Every year on 17th June, Year 4 celebrate St. Botolph’s Day by performing a short play about the life of 

Saint Botolph to the rest of the school and their parents.  The story tells how a young Botolph, was taught 

by monks to read and write Latin. As he grew older, he witnessed the poor treatment of the monks by 

thieves and decided to find some land where they could live in safety. Botolph travelled to many places and 

now there are 64 churches which are named after him because of the great work he did.  

   

 

 

 



 Asala Dharma Day  

This year the 13th July marked a day when Buddhists show their gratitude for Buddha’s teachings. Which 

included his beliefs in Karma and how when people feel they don’t have what they want they suffer and feel 

unhappy.  So, accepting what we have and being thankful will bring us happiness. Therefore, we thought 

about our school Christian values and shared class prayers in worship for what we are thankful for and 

asked God for the strength to help us overcome challenges we may face. 

  

  


